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Episodes is the flagship publication of the IUGS. The history of
IUGS has been linked to the history of Episodes. It is a specialized
journal in Geosciences that publishes four issues per year, including
one special issue when there is a promising thematic proposal. Each
issue is made up of about eight to ten scientific articles, besides news
on IUGS activities, editorials, and reports, including UNESCO-IGCP
reports. Episodes was first published online in 2016. Previously, and
since 1997, it was only published as hard copy. From 2018, Episodes
is managed completely online, and it includes scientific findings of
multidisciplinary scope. For this last reason, sometimes Episodes
finds difficulties in increasing the impact factor, due to the specificity
of some journals attracting very good, specialty papers. The first data
on Episodes in the Journal Citation Report was published in 1997. Its
latest published impact factor is 2.490 (2020). To achieve this recognition, Episodes maintains a professional editorial board, with a broad
expertise to cover all subjects in Earth Sciences. Submitted manuscripts are peer-reviewed, and a first decision is provided to authors
approximately within 30 days after submission. The metrics on publication times is now available at the website of the journal.
In the last decade, several editorial houses have started to publish
with a very aggressive policy of flooding with messages the potential
authors to get, not only scientific papers, but to guest-edit special and
thematic issues. These editorial houses have been increasing the number of journals and publications due to their policies, which are described
as “predators” (Beall, 2012; Laine and Winker, 2017; Oviedo-García,
2021 and references therein). There are several examples, but to use
their own data, MDPI editorial house published more than 235,000
papers in 2021 (50% more than previous year); and they publish the
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papers 17 days after submission. This is only possible thanks to the
large number of associate editors (e.g., 2,270 members in Applied
Sciences) and the large number of reviewers in the panel of reviewers
(e.g., 1,121 researchers for Applied Sciences) (data from 30th of
March 2022). In contrast, the editorial board of Episodes is made up
of twenty-seven members and a panel of about 200 reviewers at present.
Clearly, Episodes is a humbler journal, but we are proud to be the
only free journal (both for publishing and for open-accessed) in the
list of high-quality journals in Geosciences. We are also proud to have
geography and gender diversity in our team, which is not the case in
the above-mentioned journals. For these reasons, we want to ask for
your help to improve the quality of the journal by publishing your recent
research and to speed up the reviewing process whenever you receive
a manuscript to handle, either as associate editor or as reviewer. With
your help, Episodes will keep being a successful journal of which the
IUGS can be proud of.
Thanks for your continuous support!
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