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Episodes: a journal with a scientific and social impact
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In 1997, IUGS began publication of a quarterly journal with the intention to cover the results of the research in the Earth Sciences and to
distribute the information widely to a community that today is more
than 150 countries. The scope of Episodes is wide. Only Special Issues are
thematic. The journal has increased in quality and the impact over the
years. Since the beginning of publication, Episodes has had an Impact
Factor (IF=0.59) and entered the third quartile in the area of “Geosciences, Interdisciplinary” and the second quartile in the area of Geosciences, Multidisciplinary” in 2001.
Episodes has been included in the first quartile in the years 2006,
2009, and 2015, and citations have increased over the years as well

(Fig. 1). Today Episodes is included in the most important indexes:
Clarivate, Scopus, Google Scholar, Georef, etc.
More or less every four years, coinciding with the publication of
the Special Issues dedicated to the International Geological Congresses
(IGC), Episodes suffers a decrease in its impact factor. We have concluded that these thematic, geographically restricted issues are less
cited that regular issues, or even the Special Issues that Episodes published intercalated with the regular ones. In fact, some of those Special
Issues had an extraordinary impact in the scientific community, raising Episodes significantly higher in the Quartile system (Fig. 2).
Besides its scientific impact, Episodes is recognized for its social

Figure 1. Citation analysis of Episodes in the last five years. Source: Figure from Incites, Clarivate analytics.

Figure 2. Episodes Impact Factor since its first publication in 1997. Figure from Incites, Clarivate analytics (downloaded on 2019.8.19. PM
2:44:17 from Journal Citation Reports, 2019 Clarivate Analytics).
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was printed, it was distributed freely to the institutions associated with
IUGS. This helped to reach those low-income communities that could
not afford a regular subscription.

Challenges
To reach a wider scientific community, to increase, and maintain a
high impact factor; to secure contributions from a wider community
(Fig. 3), with the priority for young researchers, researchers from emerging countries, and female researchers.

Efforts

Figure 3. Contributions to Episodes by country for the most recent
three years: 2016, 2017 and 2018. Figure from Incites, Clarivate
analytics.

role: it is a free open access journal. Authors do not pay for publication, and readers do not pay for downloading articles. Now Episodes
is online (www.episodes.org), but in the previous years, when Episodes

Now Episodes is trying to give authors quick first decision on the
submitted manuscript within 30 days from submission. In addition, it
has been equipped with online first service from September, 2019 through
the renewed web site. It is planning two Special Issues in 2020 on Asbestos and Natural Stones to disseminate outstanding scientific achievements on the related areas. Episodes seeks quality, up-to-date and
innovative proposals for Special Issues to be published in the following
years to keep its policy of alternating regular with Special Issues every
year.
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